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Act Now Training Ltd

	 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

The Story So Far


A conference examining the impact of the Freedom of Information Act 2000

and looking ahead to the future

	28th September 2005 : 9.45am – 4.30pm

The Selfridge Hotel, Central London 

£299 + vat

Early Bird Price - £265 + vat (till 27th May)


	Who Should Attend?

All those who are FOI decision makers in the public sector especially those in local government, central government, health and education:

- Data protection officers

- In house lawyers

- Press officers

- FOI officers

- Auditors

- Senior managers

- Policy officers

- Procurement professionals

- Records managers


Previous Conference Delegates’ Comments:

This conference follows on from our successful event last year which was fully booked and which received excellent reviews: 

“Excellent Course. Entertaining. 

Very practical use.”

AC, Darlington BC

“The variety of topics and perspectives gave a full insight and a different point of view.”

PD, Durham County Council

“Good information for a relative beginner.”

IS, LSE

“Very useful day. Number of different perspectives.”

RD, New Forest DC

“All speakers contributed valuable information. You had some excellent speakers.”

JG, FSA

Act Now Training Ltd

64 Bradford Road 

Dewsbury WF13 2DU 

Tel: 01924 451054

Email: info@actnow.org.uk

4.5 Hours Law Society CPD 

Ref: CJP/ANTL

	Main Speakers:

Keynote Address: Gerrard Tracey

Assistant Information Commissioner

Maurice Frankel, Director

Campaign for Freedom of Information

Rob Evans, Westminster Correspondent

The Guardian

Gervase Hood, Information Rights Division 

Department for Constitutional Affairs

Dai Davis, Head of IT Group (North)

Nabarro Nathanson Solicitors

Chaired by : Steve Wood

Senior lecturer in Information Management 

and editor of the FOI Blog

Liverpool John Moores University 
Plus  Paul Simpkins, Ibrahim Hasan and experts from the health 

and local government sectors

Key Issues to be Discussed:

· Latest news from the Information Commissioner 

· The Commissioner’s approach to enforcement

· New developments and cases 

· The journalist’s perspective

· Impact on the NHS, central and local government

· The private sector perspective

· Commercial contract issues and copyright

· Lessons from FOI around the world

· Links to other legislation

· Practical steps to compliance

· Looking ahead to the future

Full program overleaf and more courses at  www.actnow.org.uk

	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Full Programme – 9.45am to 4.30pm

	9am Registration

9.45 Steve Wood - Liverpool John Moores University

FOI: The Stories So Far:

A roundup of headline FOI stories from around the UK, A review of developments abroad, The shape of things to come

10.15 Ibrahim Hasan - Information Law Expert

Legal Issues Arising So Far:
Linking FOI with other legislation, Balancing privacy with the right to know, New access to local government information regime, Copyright in documents
10.40 Rob Evans - The Guardian

The Media Perspective:

How the Press are using FOI, Going behind the headlines, Future requests and media issues

11.15 Coffee

11.35 Keynote ADDRESS: 

Gerarrd Tracey - Assistant Information Commissioner

The View from the Top:

Key issues for compliance, The OIC approach to enforcement, Latest guidance, caselaw and news

12.10 Maurice Frankel 

Campaign for Freedom of Information 

Mission accomplished?

Damp Squib or Hot potato, Key users of the Act and pressure points, Comment on key cases
	12.45 Lunch
2pm Assessing FOI’s impact on different sectors

Each speaker will outline (15 minutes each) the key issues they have faced so far in their respective areas, pressure points and strategies for compliance

Gervase Hood 

Department for Constitutional Affairs 

Tim Turner

Data Protection Officer, Wigan MBC
Paul Couldrey

Information Officer, Dudley NHS Trust
2.45 pm Facilitated Discussion 

led by Paul Simpkins, Information Rights Expert

3.15pm Coffee

3.35 pm - Dai Davis, Consultant Solicitor 

Nabarro Nathanson

The Private Sector Perspective:

What information the private sector wants, Impact of FOI on private contractors, Commercial confidentiality issues , Building FOI into contracts and tenders

4 pm Panel Discussion and Pulling It All Together

4.30 pm Formal Close - Open Surgery until 5pm


	Booking Form - Please complete in block capitals

	Delegate Name(s)
	

	Department and Organisation
	

	Address
	

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	
	Phone
	

	Email
	

	Your Reference
	
	Our Reference
	


Three ways to book: Complete this form (or a photocopy) and 

	Fax
	Your completed form to 01924 451129

	Post
	Your completed form to Act Now Training Ltd, 64 Bradford Road, Dewsbury WF13 2DU

	Book Online
	At www.actnow.org.uk where additional information and venue details are also available


Fee: The fee is inclusive of refreshments, lunch and course documentation.

Booking Conditions: You will receive an invoice and venue details by post at least 10 days before the event. If you are booking one week or less before the event please telephone us to check that your booking has been received.  Cancellations will only be accepted until 1st September 2005. After this date the full fee is payable.  Substitute delegates are welcome at any time without additional charge. We reserve the right to cancel the event or change the venue or speakers due to circumstances beyond our control. We will use your information for administering your attendance at Act Now training courses and to keep you informed of future Act Now events. If you do not want us to do this please let us know. We do not share your details with any other organisation.

More FOI seminars, articles, newsletters and links at www.actnow.org.uk






